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Dear Friends, 
 
It has been a very 
busy summer for 
the Alliance to 
End Hunger.  As 
we continue to 
implement our 
new strategic 
plan, we are 

seeing the power of its guidance in 
action through our Congressional 
outreach, our member engagement, 
and our international work. 

It was my honor to lead a group of 
Alliance members for two days of 
meetings with Members of Congress 
and their key staffers in mid-July.  All 
told, we visited three Senate offices 
and a half-dozen House offices.  
Alliance members Auburn, MAZON, 
RESULTS, and Bread for the World 
were able to bring their unique 
perspectives and expertise to these 
meetings to discuss a wide variety of 
hunger topicsτfrom domestic issues 
such as SNAP, to international food 
security and agricultural development. 

I was also privileged to speak at Islamic 
wŜƭƛŜŦ ¦{!Ωǎ wŀƳŀŘŀƴ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ 
Reception on July 8.  The event was 
held on Capitol Hill at the Rayburn 
House Office Building.  There was a 
great turnout of Members of Congress 
and their staffs.  Dr. Abed Ayoub of 
IRUSA kicked off the event with a few 
remarks reflecting on our efforts to 

help the poor and hungry, as well as 
the need to come together as a larger 
community of faith. 

Our Advocacy Committee continues to 
solidify its long-term goal of building 
champions of hunger and 
strengthening the will to end hunger at 
home and abroad.  Three working 
groups have been established, with the 
task of drawing links between the need 
to address hunger and other important 
issues in the current political climate:  
health care, agriculture, and national 
security.  It will be exciting to see  how 
our expert membership is able to forge 
strategies through these groups. 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŜŜƪΣ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜΩǎ 
International Fellow, Nathan Magrath, 
presented at the kick-off of the Eastern 
African Regional Alliance Against 
Hunger and Malnutrition, which took 
place in Nairobi, Kenya.  His message 
of partnering alliances around the 
world was well-received, and opened 
avenues for possible expansion of our 
international programming. 

It is hard to believe that we are already 
in the second half of a year that seems 
to be flying by.  I am very pleased by 
the progress the Alliance has made in 
the past few months, and I am very 
optimistic about the direction we are 
going. 

All the best,  

     Tony P. Hall 



 

 

 

 

ProMedica and Alliance Co-
Host Come to the Table Event 

on October 10 
 

On October 10, 2013, the non-

profit, mission-based, healthcare 

organization ProMedica, along 

with the Alliance to End Hunger, 

will be conducting a half-day 

summit on Capitol Hill to focus 

attention on hunger as a health 

issue. To increase the health and 

wellbeing of our citizens, Pro-

Medica is partnering with the 

Alliance and a range of local, 

state and national organizations 

to address issues related to    

hunger.  

The Summit will include Mem-

bers of the House and Senate 

and their staffs, Administration 

officials, and leaders in the 

healthcare community.  Health 

and nutrition experts from the 

field will take part in raising 

awareness of the long-term det-

rimental effects of hunger and 

malnutrition on health, and the 

negative consequences this can 

have on physical and mental 

growth as well as productivity 

and economic strength of our 

country.  

As a social determinant of 

health, and with the healthcare 

ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳπ

munity benefit, hunger in Ameri-

ca demands action. 

For registration information, 

please contact Danielle Haddy. 

Celebrating the 2013 Sodexo Heroes of Everyday Life® & Stephen J. Brady STOP 
Hunger Scholars  
Submitted by Shondra Jenkins, Director of Community Relations, Sodexo USA, 

shondra.jenkins@sodexo.com  

More than $1,000,000 was raised to 
combat childhood hunger at the 14th 
Annual Sodexo Foundation Dinner on 
June 6 in Washington, D.C. It was an 
unforgettable evening with a moving 
testimony from Rachael Brunson, a 
third grade teacher and hunger-
fighting advocate from Austin, Texas. 
Rachael shared her real-life experienc-
es ƻŦ άǿƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘǳƴƎǊȅέ ŀƴŘ 
her commitment to bring service learn-
ing into her classroom.  

We also welcomed back 2010 STOP 
Hunger Scholar, Joshua Williams, who 

helped ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴǘƛŀƭ ȅƻǳǘƘ making an impact in the fight against 
hunger, including Zach Harmon, Sarah Suh, Remy Krumpak, Nate Noss and Kiran Sridhar.  

The guest list included Sodexo Foundation partners and supporters from across the nation 
that joined together for a common cause, and to recognize the 2013 Stephen J. Brady STOP 
Hunger Scholars and 2013 Heroes of Everyday Life®. Six admirable Sodexo employees were 
celebrated as Heroes for their contributions to their communities, including Paula Bailly, 
Jonathan Darling, Terry Denton, Daliana Gandarillas, Alvin Jackson and Joe Klaus. Read their 
stories at www.SodexoFoundation.org.  

¢ƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ς Some problems are too small to ignore ς shined a spotlight on the crisis 
of childhood hunger in America. It also made a big digital imprint with over 630 
#endinghunger Tweets sent, making 628,000 impressions and reaching 135,000 Twitter ac-
counts. The social engagement was impressive and certainly heightened awareness around 
the issue.  

Watch the powerful videos from the evening featuring: Daniel, a third grader from Rachael 
.ǊǳƴǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ ǿƘƻΩǎ ǳƴŘŜƴƛŀōƭŜ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ 
eyes; Hero Alvin with a heart of gold; and a student named Nate, who has been referred to 
ŀǎ ŀƴ άǳƴǎǳƴƎ ƘŜǊƻ ƻŦ {ǘΦ [ƻǳƛǎΦέ  

!ǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊ ƻŦ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƘǳƴƎŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ {ƻŘŜȄƻΩǎ 
community service efforts. It also supports our Better Tomorrow commitments and STOP 
Hunger program, which mobilizes entire Sodexo communities, including employees, con-
sumers, clients, and suppliers to help end hunger. 

Be sure to connect with us on Facebook and Twitter. 

Member Spotlight: Sodexo 

mailto:dhaddy@alliancetoendhunger.org
mailto:shondra.jenkins@sodexo.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0YTMouFdKsQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0YTMouFdKsQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PayIN-XzkVQ
http://www.sodexousa.com/usen/media/press-releases/2013/sodexo-foundation-honors-milwaukee-area-eighth-grader.aspx?listURL=/usen/media/press-releases/news-releases.aspx
http://www.sodexousa.com/usen/media/press-releases/2013/sodexo-foundation-honors-northwestern-univ-junior.aspx?listURL=/usen/media/press-releases/news-releases.aspx
http://www.sodexousa.com/usen/media/press-releases/2013/sodexo-foundation-honors-LA-area-grad-student.aspx?listURL=/usen/media/press-releases/news-releases.aspx
http://www.sodexousa.com/usen/media/press-releases/2013/sodexo-foundation-honors-st-louis-area-high-schooler.aspx?listURL=/usen/media/press-releases/news-releases.aspx
http://www.sodexousa.com/usen/media/press-releases/2013/sodexo-foundation-honors-bay-area-tenth-grader.aspx?listURL=/usen/media/press-releases/news-releases.aspx
http://www.SodexoFoundation.org
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4-ihuWzCCw4&list=FLCW0A_1naROhYENapwMw-vw&index=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-L4kQf_19aI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2gOZh90ILxY
http://www.sodexousa.com/usen/corporate-responsibility/corporate-responsibility-home.aspx
http://www.sodexousa.com/usen/corporate-responsibility/local-communities/stop-hunger.aspx
http://www.sodexousa.com/usen/corporate-responsibility/local-communities/stop-hunger.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/SodexoStopHunger
https://twitter.com/STOPHungerUSA


 

 

 

 

The Mosiac Company & The Mosaic Villages Project   

Submitted by Heather Birdsall, Community Investment Special-
ist, The Mosaic Company Foundation, 
heather.birdsall@mosaicco.com   
 
At The Mosaic Company, our mission is to help the world grow 
ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ƛǘ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ  !ǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƪŜǘπ
er of concentrated phosphate and potash ς the two macronu-
trients essential to plant life ς this is both a business and social 
mission.  In addition to potash and phosphate-based fertilizers, 

the Mosaic product 
portfolio includes a 
wide selection of pre-
mium crop nutrient 
and animal feed prod-
ucts to help farmers 
meet the increasing 
global demand for 
food. 
 

Global food security is one of the most pressing issues of our 
time and calls for the judicious use of resources, as well as an 
ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΦ  ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŎǊƻǇ ƴǳǘǊƛŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ пл 
ǘƻ сл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ȅƛŜƭŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ aƻǎŀƛŎΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ 
role in meeting the global demand for food.   
 
In many areas of the world, smallholder farmers, in particular, 
are trapped in a cycle of insufficient crop yields and poverty.  
Generally living on one acre of land or less, they often struggle 
simply to feed themselves ς much less generate a surplus of 
ŦƻƻŘΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŜǾŜǊ-growing population, helping small-
holders become more productive is imperative. 
 
Since 2008, The Mosaic Company and The Mosaic Company 
Foundation have invested in programs in Guatemala, India and 
eight African countries with the help of our implementing part-
ners ς HELPS International, The Institute of Rural Research and 
Development (IRRAD) and Millennium Promise, respectively.  
Using approaches tailored to local issues and communities, the 
award-winning The Mosaic Villages Project has seen average 
yields increase three to five times over traditional farming prac-
tices. 

Lƴ DǳŀǘŜƳŀƭŀΣ aƻǎŀƛŎΩǎ ŀƎǊƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǎƘ 
grants support a revolving loan fund for fertilizer purchas-
es, a Mayan heirloom seed bank and the installation of 

both water filters and energy-efficient stoves to improve 
ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦ 

In Africa, Mosaic bagged and transported over 2,500 
tonnes of DAP fertilizer annually to The Millennium Villages 
Project in Mali, Ghana, Nigeria, Malawi, Kenya, Uganda, 
Tanzania and Ethiopia, which provides training for small-
holders in water-stressed regions. 

In India, Krishi Jyoti - ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ άŜƴƭƛƎƘǘŜƴŜŘ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭπ
ǘǳǊŜέ - ōǊƛƴƎǎ aƻǎŀƛŎΩǎ ŀƎǊƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ƛƴ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ 
agricultural practices and inputs to underserved farmers in 
Haryana. Large-scale check dams were built to replenish 
the ever-deficient aquifer levels. 

 
Farmers learn nutrient stewardship by following the 4Rs (right 
time, right place, right source and right rate) of nutrient appli-
cation and conservation agriculture practices, improving the 
environmental outcomes of farming. 
 
The Mosaic Villages Project is not charity, it is development.  
Farmers receive no-interest loans to buy fertilizer at planting 
and repay the loans through the sale of surplus yield at harvest.  
Fertilizer acts as an injection of capital to the region, helping 
farmers break the cycle of poverty that has gripped these de-
veloping regions of the world. 
 
In February 2013, Mosaic CEO Jim Prokopanko was awarded 
ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ !ǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ 9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ tƘƛƭŀƴǘƘǊƻǇȅ ŦǊƻƳ 
CECP, formerly known as the Committee Encouraging Corpo-
rate Philanthropy.  

Member Spotlight: The Mosaic Company  

mailto:heather.birdsall@mosaicco.com


 

 

 

 

Outreach Honored with Daily Points of Light Award  
Adopted from www.outreachprogram.org 
 

WASHINGTON, July, 15 2013 τ Outreach, Inc., a leading na-

tional charity dedicated to improving the lives of children in 

need both at home and abroad, was awarded the prestigious 

Points of Light 5,000th Daily Point of Light Award at a White 

House ceremony. Presented by President Barack Obama and 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ DŜƻǊƎŜ IΦ ²Φ .ǳǎƘΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜǎ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘΩǎ 

long-standing commitment to 

provide food, water, medical 

care and education to millions 

of children in the United States 

and in East Africa. As the 

ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ 

dedicated to volunteer service, 

Points of Light mobilizes mil-

lions of people to take action 

that is changing the world and 

recognizes individuals who are 

making a difference. 

ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƘǳƳōƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŘ ǘƻ 

represent so many other people who are also making a differ-

ence in the world. We are one of thousands ς millions ς of 

Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƭƛƎƘǘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ CƭƻȅŘ IŀƳƳŜǊΣ /ƻ-Founder and President 

ƻŦ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘΦ ά²ŜΩǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ¦ƴƛƻƴΣ LƻǿŀΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ ƻƴƭȅ 

394 people ς ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ƘŀƴŘŦǳƭ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ 

this small town can make such a big difference. The more of us 

ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜΦέ 

ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ 

ƴŜŜŘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ YŀǘƘȅ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΣ /ƻ-CƻǳƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘΦ ά5ǳǊƛƴƎ 

ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ ¢ŀƴȊŀƴƛŀΣ ǿŜ ǎŀǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅπ

thing. We had food in our cupboards, but their maize baskets 

were empty. We left for home feeling overwhelmed by the 

need, and the need to do something about it. It made us step 

ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΦέ 

ά¢ƘŜ 5ŀƛƭȅ tƻƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ [ƛƎƘǘ !ǿŀǊŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ƛƴŘƛπ

viduals, working together, to spark change and improve the 

ǿƻǊƭŘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ aƛŎƘŜƭƭŜ bǳƴΣ /9h ŀǘ tƻƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ [ƛƎƘǘΦ άYŀǘƘȅ IŀƳƛƭπ

ton and Floyd Hammer are inspiring examples of people who 

ǎŀǿ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŜǇ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǎƻƭǾŜ ƛǘΦ 

Their work has done so much to create healthier and happier 

lives for children.  They are the walking definition of points of 

ƭƛƎƘǘΦέ/ƭick here to watch video of the presentation 

Malnutrition and hunger-related 

diseases are problems that occur in 

the United States and abroad. In 

developing countries, nearly 40,000 

children die daily from malnutri-

tion, starvation, and hunger-related 

diseases. And, in the United States 

16.7 million children live in food 

ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊŜ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎΦ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘΩǎ 

mission began in 2004 when found-

ers Kathy Hamilton and Floyd Ham-

mer visited Tanzania and saw the 

devastating effects of hunger. Additionally, a conversation with 

ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ άƳŀƳŀǎέ ƛƴ ¢ŀƴȊŀƴƛŀ ƭŜŘ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘπ

ment of its four promises of working to provide safe food, wa-

ter, medical care and education for those in need. 

¢ƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ƘǳƴƎŜǊΣ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘΩǎ aŜŀƭ tŀŎƪŀƎƛƴƎ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ ǇǊƻπ

gram has provided ingredients or packaged more than 232 mil-

lion nutritious meals since 2004.  With the ability to operate 

large and small scale packaging events, the organization recent-

ƭȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǘ tƻƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ [ƛƎƘǘΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ²ŀǎƘπ

ington, DC where 106,000 meals were packaged by over 700 

volunteers for the Capital Area Food Bank. With a firmly estab-

lished food packaging program, Outreach is placing resources 

into expanding its other programs, including clean water, medi-

cal care and education, to achieve similar success as the food 

program. 

Member Spotlight: Outreach, Inc.   

Floyd Hammer and Kathy Hamilton of Outreach, Inc. accepted 

the 5000th Daily Points of Light Award from President Obama 

on July 15th, 2013.  

http://www.outreachprogram.org
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mtHXkfnur5c


 

 

 

 

Lutheran World Relief Releases Toolkit 
for Small-Scale Cocoa Farmers in Latin 
America  
Submitted by Krista Zimmerman, Senior Policy 
Advisor,  Lutheran World Relief                    
KZimmerman@lwr.org 
 
Baltimore, June 27, 2013 τ Lutheran World 
Relief (LWR) has released a new resource for 
small-scale cocoa farmers and their coopera-
tives in Latin America entitled Learning and 
Innovation in the Sustainable Management of 
Cocoa in Agro-Forestry Systems. The toolkit 
includes practical guides covering topics such 
as plant maintenance, post-harvest processing, 
fermentation and drying, as well as organic and 
sustainably-sourced certification and market-
ing to help farmers secure higher prices for 
their products. The toolkit also features calen-
dars for plantation management and guidance 
for soil and climate assessment, which are inte-
grated into self-guided learning modules. The 
toolkit fills a gap in resources for famers who 
are learning about cocoa production and often 

working without technical support. 

LWR will distribute the printed toolkit to 1,500 
cocoa farmers in El Salvador, Honduras and 
Nicaragua. More than half the toolkits will be 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ [²wΩǎ tŀǘƘǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ 
Prosperity in the Cocoa Value Chain project, 
aimed at increasing production and sales of 
high quality cocoa in local, regional and inter-
national markets. The project is supported by a 
grant from the U.S. Department of State Bu-
reau of Oceans and International Environmen-
tal and Scientific Affairs (OES) as part of its 
Pathways to Prosperity in the Americas Initia-
tive. 

Learning and Innovation in the Sustainable 
Management of Cocoa in Agro-Forestry Sys-
tems is available free of charge in its entirety 
at http://programs.lwr.org/cocoatoolkit. The 
toolkit is in Spanish. 

Contact:  
Emily Sollie,  
esollie@lwr.org 
410-230 2802  

News From Our Members 
Executive Director Tony 

Hall Meets Incoming    
Interim LWR President 

 

On Tuesday, July 30, Alliance 
to End Hunger Executive 
Director Tony Hall and COO 
Rebecca Middleton traveled 
to Baltimore, MD, to visit 
the headquarters of Luther-
an World Relief.  The two 
met with the incoming inter-
im President of LWR, Jeff 
Whisenant.  Mr. Whisenant 
currently serves as Executive 
Vice President for LWR, and 
will be replacing long-time 
Alliance friend John Nunes in 
the coming weeks. 

 

After meeting with Mr. 
Whisenant, LWR held a 
brown-bag lunch with ap-
proximately 40 staff.  Amb. 
Hall and Mrs. Middleton 
talked about the Alliance to 
the larger group, and held a 
productive discussion on 
how to strengthen the rela-
tionship between the two 
organizations. 

HungerU Engages Students on Modern 
Farming Techniques  
Submitted by Margie Alsbrook, Farm Journal 

Foundation, malsbrook@farmjournal.com  

 
Mexico, Mo. (June 17, 2013) τ Farmers Feed-
ing the WorldΩǎ IǳƴƎŜǊ¦ ¢ƻǳǊ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ²Ŝǎǘ 
Coast college campuses this spring, sparking 
ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ 
helping feed a hungry world and educating stu-
dents on the critical role that modern agricul-
ture plays every day in putting food on our ta-
bles. The Spring 2013 Tour, made possible by 
sponsor DuPont, traveled up the West Coast to 
eight different universities, engaging students 
in a conversation about hunger in the United 
States and abroad.  

The Tour, fueled by the curiosity of students, 
also gave the agriculture industry a unique look 
ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

Beyond concern for the hunger crisis, students 
displayed interest in the science of modern 
farming.  

ά²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ 
farming methods on the technological and sci-
ŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ƭŜǾŜƭΣέ ǎŀƛŘ .Ǌƛŀƴ IƻƎǳŜΣ ǘƻǳǊ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀπ
ǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CŀǊƳ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΦ ά{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
were prepared to have these tough hunger 
conversations, and beyond that, sought out 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜΣ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΦέ  

Throughout these discussions, support for 
farmers poured out as students took the con-
versation to the next level, asking what they 
ŎƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇΧ 

 

To read the full article and learn more about 
ǘƘŜ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪ CŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ CŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ 
is doing , click here.  

Alliance Executive Director Tony 
Hall with Jeff Whisenant.           

Mr. Whisenant will be serving as 
interim President of Lutheran 

World Relief. 
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Share Our Strength Sheds Light on Hunger in 
Schools 
Submitted by Lucy Melcher, Share our Strength 
lmelcher@strength.org. 

 

On Wednesday, August 7th, Share Our Strength hosted a 
free webinar ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ нлмоΩǎ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ 
Report, our annual survey of teachers and their perspec-
ǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ ƘǳƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
report, principals were added to the survey as well as an 
oversample of schools with innovative breakfast models, 
such as breakfast in the classroom. The webinar included 
highlights from the findings by APCO Insight, the re-
search consulting firm who fielded the survey.   

In other news, during the July 4th Congressional recess, 
Share Our Strength assisted several members of Con-
gress, including Rep. Jan Schakowsky (IL-9) and Rep. Ted 

Deutch (FL-21), in attending Cooking Matters demonstra-
tions in their home districts. Rep. Schakowsky and Rep. 
Deutch know that low-income families need both the 
nutrition benefits offered by programs like SNAP and nu-
trition education skills in order to eat well on a limited 
ōǳŘƎŜǘΣ ŀƴŘ {ƘŀǊŜ hǳǊ {ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΩǎ /ƻƻƪƛƴƎ aŀǘǘŜǊǎ ǇǊƻπ
gram empowers these families to shop smarter, make 
healthier food choices, and cook delicious meals. With 
more and more families struggling to make ends meet, 
these life skills are more important than ever. Share Our 
Strength plans to continue offering Cooking Matters 
demonstrations and grocery store tours to members of 
Congress throughout the August recess and beyond. If 
there are specific members of Congress you would like to 
engage in Cooking Matters, please contact Lucy Melcher 
at lmelcher@strength.org. 

hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ±ƛŎƪƛ 9ǎŎŀǊǊŀ {ǇŜŀƪǎ ŦƻǊ ²ƻƳŜƴ ŀǘ 
Kuala Lumpur Conference  
Submitted by Steph Jimenez, Opportunity International 

Vicki Escarra was a featured speaker at the recent Women 
Deliver Conference in Kuala Lumpur. The event brought 

together more than 
4,000 participants 
from 170 countries to 
ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 
most underleveraged 
assetτwomen.  
 

In her presentation, 
Vicki discussed the 
fact that while women 
are typically the head 
of household in 
developing countries, 
they are usually left 
out of the economic 
equation. About 2.5 
b i l l i o n  p e o p l e 

worldwide live on less than $2 a dayτ70 percent of those 
are women. This means that more than half of the world's 
population is being underutilized. Women must be given 
more opportunities to work their way out of poverty and 
strengthen their family and community.  
 

Opportunity International gives women the confidence and 
power to transform their lives. Our clients move from a cycle 
of poverty into a sustainable cycle of success through loans 
and business and leadership training that helps them start 
successful businesses and thrive.  
 

²ŜϥǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ Ƙƻǿ ǿƻƳŜƴ Ŏŀƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ 
93 percent of our loans are made to women. As important, 
95 percent of the loans are repaid and the money is then re-
loaned to more women. Our goal at Opportunity 
International is simpleτto unleash the phenomenal 
potential of women as mothers, business owners and 
community leaders around the world.  
 

Discover more by watching this video.   

News From Our Members (Continued) 

Comfort Appiah recognized the need 
for education within her village in  

Ghana.  With a loan and support from 
Opportunity International, Comfort 
opened a school which now serves 

more than 800 students with a quality 
education.  
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