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ProMedica, Alliance Continue Address-
ing Hunger as a Health Issue  
Julie McKinnon , Senior Writer, Marketing Communi-
cations, ProMedica  

More than 150 people ï including several Congressional 
Hunger Champions ï joined ProMedica and the Alli-
ance to End Hunger on Feb. 27 to discuss how hunger 
affects Americansô health and ways to solve the prob-
lem. Called Come to the Table after ProMedicaôs collab-
orative advocacy initiative to address hunger as a health 
issue, the national summit featured an array of speakers 
on hunger and health as the partners continue working 
to end U.S. hunger by encouraging joint efforts nation-
wide. 

ñThis is a huge 
health issue in this 
country. We need 
to connect the 
dots,ò ProMedica 
President and 
Chief Executive 
Officer Randy 
Oostra told the 
Capitol Hill audi-
ence. Based in To-
ledo, Ohio, Pro-
Medica is the Alli-
anceôs first 

healthcare organization member, and the non-profit 
system was honored with the 2013 Alliance to End Hun-
ger Partnership Award. 

ProMedica and the Alliance are encouraging healthcare 
organizations, social service agencies, businesses, and 
government leaders to work together in their communi-
ties to end U.S. hunger. The partners want to collabora-
tively develop and deploy sustainable solutions, as well 
as ensure ending hunger remains a national priority.  

The Capitol Hill summit featured presentations by Kev-
in Concannon, Under Secretary, USDA; Deborah Frank, 
MD, Professor of Child Health and Well -Being, Boston 
University School of Medicine, and Founder of Chil-
drenôs HealthWatch; David Beckmann, President, Bread 
for the World; and Erika Kelly, Chief Advocacy Officer, 
Meals On Wheels Association of America. 

ñThere is no reason a child, or adult for that matter, 
should go hungry in this country,ò the USDAôs Concan-
non said. 

Concannon and 
others pointed out 
that U.S. hunger 
often is linked to 
obesity because of 
poor nutrition. U.S. 
hunger often in-
volves not having 
access to nutritious 
food, experts said. 

ñHunger/food inse-
curity and obesity 
often are two sides 
of the same coin,ò Concannon said. 

On May 14, the partners will hold a Come to the Table 
regional summit on hunger and health at The University 
Club in downtown Chicago, Ill. Audrey Rowe, Adminis-
trator for the Food and Nutrition Service at the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA), will be keynote speak-
er for the 11 a.m. ï 4 p.m. event. To register for the free 
half-day summit, please visit cometothetablechica-
go.eventbrite.com . 

For more information about ProMedicaôs Come to the 
Table initiative, please watch this video first un-
veiled on Capitol Hill  or visit promedica.org/
cometothetablesummit . For questions, please con-
tact Barbara Petee, ProMedicaôs Chief Advocacy and 
Government Relations Officer, at 419-469-3894 or 
barb.petee@promedica.org .  

bŜǿǎ CǊƻƳ hǳǊ aŜƳōŜǊǎ 

Summit attendees view a short video 
produced by ProMedica  

(Julie McKinnon/ProMedica)  

Watch ProMedicaôs Come to the Table video 

Participant looking at ProMedica's 
Witness to Hunger photo exhibit 

(Julie McKinnon/ProMedica)  

mailto:julie.mckinnon@promedica.org
https://cometothetablechicago.eventbrite.com
https://cometothetablechicago.eventbrite.com
http://www.promedicahealthconnect.org/news-and-community/summit-video-come-to-the-table-to-end-u-s-hunger/
http://www.promedicahealthconnect.org/news-and-community/summit-video-come-to-the-table-to-end-u-s-hunger/
http://promedica.org/cometothetablesummit
http://promedica.org/cometothetablesummit
mailto:barb.petee@promedica.org
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lWMosg0_LsU&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lWMosg0_LsU&feature=youtu.be


 

 

 

 

bŜǿǎ CǊƻƳ hǳǊ aŜƳōŜǊǎ 

Pre -Summit Forum and 9 th  Annual UFWH 
Summit Held at Auburn University  

Dr. Harriet Giles , Managing Director, Hunger Solutions 
Institute, Auburn University  

Auburn University recently played host to an inaugural 
pre-summit forum followed by the 9 th annual Universi-
ties Fighting World Hunger Summit from February 27 -
March 2, 2014.  More than 50 university leaders from 
the U.S., Canada, and Central America, along with sen-
ior representatives from the U.S. government, United 
Nations, private sector, NGOs, and foundations, attend-
ed the forum.  Participating in the summit itself were 
students, faculty, administrators, and other representa-
tives from the public and private sectors.  In total, 39 
colleges and universities and 27 non-educational entities 
were engaged in some or all of the activities throughout 
the four -day period.  

The pre-summit forum entitled, Shaping the Collective 
Role Universities as a Partner in Ending Hunger , was 
organized by the Auburn University Hunger Solutions 
Institute, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization, 
and the Association of Public and Land-grant Universi-
ties.  During the meeting, participants were asked to 
identify obstacles that must be overcome and opportuni-
ties that can be pursued in order for higher education 
institutions to become a ñtipping pointò in helping our 
local communities, our nation, and the world achieve 
food security for everyone.   Leaders agreed that univer-

sities can be on the fore-
front of the fight against 
global hunger and food 
insecurity by multiplying 
collective impact; consoli-
d a t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l 
strengths to become more 
competitive for funding 
opportunities; increasing 
global relevancy; design-
ing curricula that nurture 
student innovation and 
creating thinking; and 
promoting student en-
gagement.  Highlights of 
the forum included a din-

ner hosted by Auburn University president Jay Gogue; 
an ñafter dinner conversationò with Lori Silverbush, co-
producer of A Place at the Table; briefings by WFP, 
FAO, USDA, and APLU; a university presidentsô panel 
addressing the issue of ñmaking food security a strategic 
priority,ò and a keynote luncheon address by Mark 
Keenum, president of Mississippi State University.   

The UFWH summit 
featured a varied list of 
speakers from around 
the world, including 
Congressman Spencer 
Bachus (AL); journalist 
and author Roger 
Thurow; Scottish en-
trepreneur and philan-
thropist Mick Jackson; 
and former child sol-
dier and U.N. leader 
Alfred Orono Orono.  

Additional summit 
highlights included the 
presentation of the 
William Jefferson Clin-
ton Hunger Student 
Leadership Award, 
sponsored by Stop 
Hunger Now and North Carolina State University;  Re-
sults advocacy training workshop; Stop Hunger Now 
and Campus Kitchens ñhands onò meal preparation 
demonstrations; and the HungerU mobile tour exhibit.     

Auburn created Universities Fighting Hunger in 2006 as 
a means of bringing university students, faculty, and ad-
ministrators together to share best practices for solving 
hunger both at the grassroots level and through a com-
prehensive academic agenda of teaching, research, and 
outreach.   This year marked the fourth time Auburn has 
hosted since the first summit was launched nine years 
ago.  Sponsors for this yearôs summit were the Better 
Planet Project, University of Guelph; Syngenta; FAO; 
Farm Journal Foundation; Alliance to End Hunger; Stop 
Hunger Now; Kirchner Food Security Group; and Au-
burn University.  

Alabama Congressman 
Spenser Bachus with stu-

dents attending the UFWH 
Summit (Courtesy: Auburn 

University)  

¦C²I ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ƳŜŀƭǎ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ŀƳǇǳǎ YƛǘŎƘŜƴǎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 
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National Ag Day and HungerU: Building  
Dialogue Between Hunger and Agriculture  

Lesly Weber McNitt, Director, Govôt Relations &  Program 
Development, Farm Journal Foundation  

Farm Journal Foundation and Farmers Feeding the 
World (FFW) would like to encourage Alliance to End 
Hunger members to join us for National Ag Day this year! 
Ag Day will take place on March 25th in Washington, D.C. 
The theme of this yearôs celebration, ñAgriculture: 365 
Sunrises and 7 Billion Mouths to Feed,ò is a perfect op-
portunity to bring the hunger and agriculture communi-
ties together to build relationships and engage in mean-
ingful dialogue.  

Focused on increasing 
public awareness of 
agricultureôs vital role 
in society, the Nation-
al Ag Day celebration 
includes events and 
activities to engage 
the general public, 
policymakers, media, 
universities, youth 
and the business com-
munity. Most of the 
events are free and 

open to the public. More information on Ag Day events 
can be found at: http://www.agday.org/media/pr14.php , 
@agday, #agday2014. 

Farmers Feeding the World will advance the hunger cause 
during our involvement in National Ag Day, by tying in 
two of our core education and advocacy programs with 
the event. We are excited to share that we are bringing the 
HungerU Tour to the National Mall (3 rd St, NW), just a 
block away from the U.S. Capitol, where it will be accessi-
ble to Congressional leaders, staff, Administration offi-
cials, local students, industry members, the general public 
and YOU.  

The traveling exhibit engages university students nation-
wide in a conversation about world hunger, raises aware-
ness of this crisis and highlights the contributions that 
agriculture makes in fighting hunger. Tour hosts use in-
teractive materials and educational games to create a fun, 
engaging atmosphere of critical thinking and dialogue 
about the global hunger crisis, and then drive students to 
take action. HungerU visitors are given the opportunity to 
join the thousands who comprise its national advocacy 
network so they can stay informed about hunger and agri-
cultural development issues and take action to fight global 
hunger. HungerU has traveled to 32 colleges and univer-
sities since the innovative campaign launched in fall 2012. 
This semester, the Tour is scheduled to visit 16 universi-
ties, in addition to National Ag Day.  

Seeing truly is believing and we hope youôll stop by Hun-
gerU in person on the 25th, any time between 9am and 5 
pm! RSVP (encouraged, not required) to Jonie Mackey, 
jmackey@farmjournal.com . For more information please 
v i s i t  w w w . H u n ge r U . c o m ,  @ h u ng e r u t o u r , 
#hungercantwait.  

Also in connection with National Ag Day, the Foundation 
will launch its new Farm Team program, bringing our in-
augural team of farmer advocates to D.C. The Farm Team 
is a national network of farmers who are passionate about 
the role of agriculture in addressing hunger around the 
world.  Farm team members seek to engage with policy 
makers, promoting a national vision and commitment to 
international food security and agricultural development 
in U.S. foreign policy. This program empowers visiting 
Lead Farmers who are passionate about fighting world 
hunger to engage with their representatives in Washing-
ton and inspire sustained U.S. leadership on these issues. 
When they return home, each Lead Farmer recruits his or 
her own team to continue the conversation when their 
U.S. delegations are back in their home states and dis-
tricts.  

bŜǿǎ CǊƻƳ hǳǊ aŜƳōŜǊǎ 

News in Brief: Congressional Hunger Center  

The Congressional Hunger Center (CHC) will honor U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack and Dr. Deborah 
Frank, founder of Childrenôs HealthWatch, Boston Medical Center at its annual CHC Awards Ceremony on Tuesday, 
June 24, 2014 in Washington, DC. Two alumni of CHCôs Bill Emerson National and Mickey Leland International 
Hunger Fellowships also will be recognized. Advance registration required; sponsorship opportunities available.  

ðVictoria OôReilly, Congressional Hunger Center  

tƘƻǘƻΥ 5ŀƴƛŜƭƭŜ IŀŘŘȅκ!ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ 
9ƴŘ IǳƴƎŜǊ 
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Outreach, Inc. Holds Packing Event at 2014 HFC 
Summit  

Rick McNary , Outreach, Inc. 

Participants at the Hunger Free Communities Summit in 
DC were able to fight domestic hunger by packaging 
5,000 Outreach, Inc., Rice & Beans meals for a local 
food pantry, Bread for the City. The domestic meals were 
designed by Iowa State Universityôs Food Science De-
partment for Outreach.  

One end of the room was set up with tables that held all 
the necessary ingredients and equipment to package the 
meals.  Volunteers donned food-safe attire and went to 
work packaging the meals. Ambassador Tony Hall said, 
ñIôm thrilled that we were able to have a packaging event 
with Outreach for Bread for the City during the Hunger 
Free Communities Summit reception. It was a fun way to 
combine advocacy and action.ò 

Outreach Meal Packaging Events are set up across the 
United States to engage businesses, religious and civic 
organizations, schools, and volunteers of all ages to 
package meals for the hungry.  They offer two domestic 

meals as well as an interna-
tional meal. They recently 
shipped nearly 1.5 million 
meals to the Philippines. 

Outreach, Inc., was found-
ed by in 2004 by retired 
business people Floyd and 
Kathy Hammer after they 
witnessed starvation in 
Tanzania. After conversa-
tions with village leaders 
came the Four Promises 
our Outreach, Inc.: to pro-
vide safe water, food, med-
icine, and education to 
those in need at home and 
abroad. Since then, they 
have facilitated the packag-
ing of over 247 million 
meals.  For their efforts, they were invited by President 
Obama and former President Bush to the White House 
to receive the 5,000th Points of Light Award.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ ōȅ bŀǘƘŀƴ aŀƎǊŀǘƘΣ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ 9ƴŘ IǳƴƎŜǊΦ 
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On March 1st, 2014, the Alliance to End Hunger held its 
Fourth Annual National Hunger Free Communities 
Summit.   This yearôs Summit was highly successful, 
bringing together nearly 200 anti -hunger leaders from 
across the country to share innovative models for build-
ing community coalitions to end hunger; discuss lessons 
learned and successful strategies; and learn about best 

practices to coordi-
nate hunger relief, 
leverage available 
resources and im-
plement multi -year 
plans.  The theme of 
this yearôs event cen-
tered on engaging 
people of all genera-
tions in the fight to 
end hunger in local 
c o m m u n i t i e s ð

particularly young people and older adults.   We had ex-
cellent speakers and panelists who addressed these top-
ics for us, including representatives from several Alli-
ance member organizations such as Sodexo, Share our 
Strength, AARP Foundation, and National FFA, to name 
just a few.  One of the major highlights of this yearôs 
Summit was our keynote speaker:  Under Secretary Kev-
in Concannon of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
who spoke eloquently about the ways in which USDA 
nutrition programs can help local communities in their 
fight against hunger.  Another highlight was the meal 
packaging event which we held in conjunction with our 
closing reception, in partnership with Outreach, Inc.   All 
of us at the Alliance are extremely grateful to our at-
tendees, our panelists, and our sponsors for making the 
Fourth Annual HFC Summit the best one yet.  

¸ƻǳǘƘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǇƭŜƴŀǊȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
нлмп IC/ {ǳƳƳƛǘ 
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