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Dear Friends, 

I would like to start this 
month’s newsletter off 
with a little less-known 
background on the 
Alliance to End Hunger.  
The U.S. Alliance is 
actually just one 
coalition of a 
worldwide network 
called the Alliance 

Against Hunger and Malnutrition, with a 
platform based at the United Nations Food 
and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) in Rome.  
A few years ago, the UN’s International Fund 
for Agricultural Development (IFAD) offered 
us an 18-month, $160,000 grant to lend 
technical and financial assistance to 
developing coalitions in sub-Saharan Africa. 

Our international program, the National 
Alliance Partnership Program, was met with 
great success in Ghana, as well as significant 
headway in Kenya and Uganda.  As the IFAD 
grant drew to a close, we approached the US 
Agency for International Development 
(USAID) with a proposal that would continue 
our work assisting civil society coalitions 
seeking an increased voice in food security 
policy processes; and also build upon the U.S. 
Government’s commitment to increase 
inclusion of civil society in its Feed the Future 
initiative.  I am now pleased to be able to 
publicly announce the award of a three-year, 
$3 million grant from USAID to continue and 
expand our NAPP initiative. 

Through the award, we will continue our 
work with coalitions in Kenya and Uganda, 
and expand into Tanzania, Ethiopia, Malawi, 
and either Guatemala or Haiti.  Our 

reinvigorated NAPP initiative is led by Felix 
Bamezon, who has over 30 years of 
experience in the World Food Program.  He is 
assisted by Country Directors Anne Naggayi 
and Ed Kiely, who both bring an additional 
wealth of experience from the field.  These 
three individuals have already conducted 
baseline assessments in the three Phase 1 
countries (Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda), and are 
optimistic about the path ahead.  They will be 
holding a briefing on May 15 which will cover 
their discoveries so far, as well as where they 
see the initiative going.  Visit our Eventbrite 
invitation to learn more and register. 

While the attainment of the USAID grant was 
certainly exciting, our own coalition has also 
grown.  The CGIAR Fund Office, Edesia, and 
Fabretto Children’s Organization have 
contributed to the ever-expanding breadth 
and diversity of our membership.  You will 
find short articles on these three new 
additions in this newsletter, and I encourage 
you to learn more about these wonderful 
organizations. 

Finally, you will also find a few events of 
interest in this newsletter.  In addition to the 
NAPP briefing mentioned earlier, there is an 
upcoming briefing on hermetic storage and 
post-harvest loss co-sponsored by GrainPro 
and the Alliance.  We are also kicking off our 
regional Come to the Table summits with 
ProMedica and USDA’s Food and Nutrition  
Service in Chicago.  I hope you will consider 
participation in these events. 

All The Best, 

     Tony P. Hall 

²ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƻ 
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Special Announcement 
ALLIANCE  RECEIVES  USAID G RANT  TO  BOLSTER  CIVIL  SOCIETY  

Funding will expand the National Alliance Partnership Program  

Washington, DC  ï The Alliance to End Hunger has been awarded a $2.9 million, three-year grant by the US Agency 
for International Development (USAID), through President Obamaôs Feed the Future Initiative. The grant will be used 
to expand the Allianceôs National Alliance Partnership Program (NAPP)ðan initiative to support the influence of civil 
society in international agricultural development and food security policy processes.  

ñThis is an exciting time for the Alliance,ò stated Ambassador Tony Hall, Executive Director of the Alliance to End 
Hunger. ñThere is an increasing awareness worldwide that civil society has an essential part to play in ensuring food 
security for all. Our partners at USAID understand this; and this opportunity to support this growing movement is 
both humbling and inspiring.ò 

The Alliance to End Hunger is a member of the international Alliance Against Hunger and Malnutrition (AAHM). The 
AAHM is an initiative based out of the United Nations food agencies in Rome, and provides a platform for the coordi-
nation of anti -hunger coalitions worldwide. Through the NAPP, the Alliance to End Hunger will partner with other 
AAHM country coalitions to provide organizational and financial capacity support, with the goal of bolstering their 
voice in food security and agricultural development policy processes. 

The NAPP initiative was formerly funded by the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), and con-
ducted work in Ghana, Kenya, and Uganda. Under USAID, the NAPP will target six of the U.S. Governmentôs Feed the 
Future focus countries through the duration of the project: Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, and three others to be an-
nounced at a later date. 

ñUltimately, we aim to work with our partners, both in the U.S. and overseas, to create a more robust enabling envi-
ronment for civil society as a whole,ò says Rebecca Middleton, Chief Operating Officer for the Alliance. ñThe national 
alliance model is a proven response to the complex food security challenges of our day, and the support we can provide 
will assist in realizing both an inclusive and hunger -free global society.ò 

The National Alliance Partnership Program officially started in October 2013 and will continue until October 2016.  

###  

The U.S. Agency for International Development  is leading the U.S. Government's efforts to end extreme pov-
erty and promote resilient, democratic societies. More information: http://www.usaid.gov/  

The Alliance Against Hunger and Malnutrition (AAHM)  is a global voluntary partnership where members 
share a common commitment to the rapid eradication of hunger and malnutrition in the world. http://
www.theAAHM.org  

Feed the Future  is the U.S. Governmentôs inter-agency global hunger and food security initiative. More infor-
mation:  www.feedthefuture.gov.   

http://feedthefuture.gov/
http://www.usaid.gov/
http://www.theAAHM.org
http://www.theAAHM.org
http://www.feedthefuture.gov/
http://www.feedthefuture.gov/
http://www.usaid.gov/
http://www.alliancetoendhunger.org/


 

 

 

 

CGIAR Fund  Introduces New Aspect 

to Alliance  
 

The CGIAR Fund is pleased to join the Alliance to 

End Hunger.  We share your passion and commit-

ment, and believe achieving our mission together 

will require progress on three equally challenging 

fronts: (i)  political will; (ii)  science and technology 

innovation; and (iii) mass mobilization.   

 

The CGIAR is one of the building blocks of the in-

ternational effort to create important innovations 

that can help feed our growing global population in 

the midst of a changing climate. The CGIAR Fund 

is the largest public vehicle for financing the agri-

cultural research advantages needed to meet the 

global food chal-

lenges of the 21st 

century and forge a 

world free of hunger 

and poverty. We 

help mobilize more 

than $1 billion an-

nually to support 

the work of more 

than 10,000 scien-

tists and specialists 

across 15 centers of 

agricultural re-

search excellence 

worldwide.   

 

We are a global re-

search partnership that advances cutting-edge sci-

ence to reduce rural poverty, strengthen food secu-

rity, improve health and nutrition, and ensure the 

more sustainable management of natural re-

sources. For more than 4 decades, the CGIAR and 

its many partners have transformed the lives of 

hundreds of millions of people across the develop-

ing world through the tangible impacts of agricul-

ture research. 

 

We are very pleased to join the Alliance, and look 

forward to working together.  

 

-Jonathan Wadsworth  

 

Dr. Wadsworth has led the CGIAR through its 
strongest period of growth and change, with an-
nual funding doubling to over $1 billion over the 
past five years. A livestock scientist by training, 
Dr. Wadsworth has spent most of his career in 
the field, working to develop and disseminate life
-saving agricultural technologies to the farmers 
who need them most.  He spent decades design-
ing and implementing projects across the global 
south, until DFID asked him to direct its invest-
ments in agricultural research.  There, he laid 
the groundwork for reforming the CGIAR, and 
now heads the CGIAR Fund at the World Bank.   

New Member Spotlight 

Jonathan Wadsworth 

(Courtesy: CGIAR Fund       

Office) 



 

 

 

 

New Member Spotlight 

Edesia: Providing Essential Nutrition 

through Industry, Innovation, Research  

Heidi  Reed, Communications Manager, Edesia  

In 2007, Navyn Salem, a stay-at-home mother of four 

young daughters, set out with a clear, yet ambitious goal 

to end the crisis of malnutrition for over 220 million 

children around the world. Her approach was straight-

forward: increase access to ready-to use therapeutic 

foods (RUTFs) like PlumpyôNut®  in developing coun-

tries, while building on the success of these peanut-

based solutions to reach greater numbers of under-

served, malnourished populations. 

The first factory Navyn established was in Tanzania, the 

country where her fatherôs family had lived for three 

generations before he left to study abroad in the United 

States. She went on to establish Edesia ï a non-profit 

organization and fac-

tory ï in Providence, 

Rhode Island in early 

2009. In March 2010, 

the first sachet of 

PlumpyôNut®  came 

off Edesiaôs produc-

tion line. Around the 

same time, USAID 

procured Nutribut-

ter®  from Edesia 

through the International Food Relief Partnership 

(IFRP) program, solidifying its commitment to the pre-

vention of childhood stunting worldwide; this program 

is now in its fifth year.  

For UNICEF, the World Food Programme, USAID, 

SCMS, and other organizations dedicated to humanitari-

an relief and international development, Edesia produc-

es a full range of ready-to-use foods (RUFs), as a licen-

see and partner of Nutriset in France. These products 

target the various stages of malnutrition in children un-

der the age of 

five and also ad-

dress the specific 

needs of mal-

nourished or un-

d e r n o u r i s h e d 

pregnant and lactating mothers. The RUFs are packaged 

in silver foil sachets and do not need the addition of wa-

ter, refrigeration, and have a shelf life of two years. They 

are easy to dose, well tolerated, and ideal for home use.   

While providing technical and logistical support to part-

ner factories in Nutrisetôs PlumpyField Network, such as 

in Haiti, Madagascar, Burkina Faso, and Sudan, Edesia 

produces RUFs to fulfill urgent supply gaps or to re-

spond to humanitarian disasters, such as in Haiti, Paki-

stan, Syria, Mali, the Horn of Africa, and the Sahel. 

Since March 2010, Edesia has helped treat or prevent 

malnutrition for over two million malnourished children 

in 40 countries.  

While producing high -quality RUFs, Edesia participates 

in research and development to optimize the use of 

RUFs; engages in advocacy to help build the political 

will to support targeted nutrition solutions for young 

children; and welcomes hundreds of visitors each year 

for educational tours of the factory that help raise public 

awareness about the crisis of childhood malnutrition 

that is affecting all of us.    

With over 55 million children suffering from severe to 

moderate acute malnutrition, and 165 million more chil-

dren stunted, without any hope of recovering their full 

physical and cognitive potential, we act now, because the 

cost of inaction is too great. We look forward to engag-

ing with the Alliance to End Hunger partners, as we seek 

to find even more innovate ways to help reach as many 

malnourished children as possible.  

For more information, please visit 

www.edesiaglobal.org.  

PlumpyôNutÈ in Burkina Faso 

(Courtesy: Edesia) 

mailto:hreed@edesiaglobal.org
http://www.edesiaglobal.org


 

 

 

 

 
Fabretto: Nutrition and Education Com-

batting Poverty & Hunger in Nicaragua  

Anina Hewey  and Diana Corrales, Fabretto Childrenôs 

Foundation  

Fabretto Childrenôs Foundation, a 501(c)3 nonprofit or-

ganization working in Nicaragua, is committed to reaching 

one of the most fundamental UN Millennium Develop-

ment Goals, Erradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger, 

through education and nutrition programs.  

We believe that education is a sustainable solution that 

empowers community members to lift their families out of 

poverty. Our five key program areasðEarly & Primary Ed-

ucation, Secondary Education, Nutrition, Vocational 

Skills, and Community Developmentðwork together to 

alleviate poverty and support over 12,000 children and 

youth in Nicaragua. This holistic response addresses cur-

rent needs while also creating lasting change through edu-

cational initiatives.  

Fabretto supports the most vulnerable, underserved com-

munities in Nicaragua. Rural communities feel the effects 

of poverty most, with 63% of the nationôs poor and 78% of 

the extreme poor. Nationwide, just 56% of children reach 

the sixth grade and 22% of children under five suffer from 

growth stunting, and both percentages are much higher in 

at-risk communities. Although fruits and vegetables grow 

easily and abundantly, the local diet usually consists of 

just rice and beans. Many children suffer from ñhidden 

hunger,ò lacking essential micronutrients they need to 

grow and thrive.  

In this context, educa-

tion and basic re-

sources have an enor-

mous impact. Fabret-

to has strategically 

designed each of the 

following activities to 

address the root caus-

es of poverty and hun-

ger. 

School Meals:  In collaboration with local public schools, 

Fabretto serves a fortified daily meal to over 10,000 chil-

dren each day. School meals treat and prevent child mal-

nutrition while improving academic performance and 

providing a strong incentive for parents to send children 

to school. As a result, in 2013, 94% of primary-age chil-

dren in our programs successfully finished and passed 

their grade level.  

Sustainable Resources:  Fabretto promotes school and 

family gardens to enrich the local diet and serve as hands-

on learning environments. In 2012 -2013, Fabretto helped 

build over 240 school gardens that impact thousands of 

children each day with nutritious, fresh foods in school 

meals. Students and parents also learn about nutrition 

and gardening techniques through interactive lessons that 

help them construct their own gardens at home. These 

activities improve long term food security and support the 

family economy, as families reduce food expenses by sup-

plementing meals with foods grown in gardens. 

Community Knowledge:  Parents play an integral role 

in Fabrettoôs nutrition programs. Last year, over 1,000 

parents volunteered to cook school meals, tend communi-

ty gardens, and support school activities. In addition, over 

2,800 parents participated in interactive workshops on 

best practices to support child nutrition, health, and hy-

giene. In addition, Fabrettoôs secondary education pro-

grams teach youth about sustainable agriculture to devel-

op knowledge for future generations. 

Fabrettoôs programs help community members become 

healthy, informed agents of change who are empowered to 

reduce hunger and lead their communities to a better fu-

ture.  

Visit the Fabretto website; and watch a short film  about 

our nutrition program!  

New Member Spotlight 

(Courtesy: Fabretto) 

mailto:ahewey@fabretto.org.ni
mailto:dcorrales@fabretto.org.ni
https://www.fabretto.org
http://youtu.be/5LkTEVyOYUI


 

 

 

 

Alliance Events 
May 6, 2014- Briefing on Food Security, Post-Harvest Loss, and Hermetic Storage: 

8:30am-12:00pm EDT- Alliance to End Hunger Office 

The Alliance to End Hunger and GrainPro are co-hosting this event, which will feature two main panels- one on reducing post-
harvest loss/improving grain quality and the second on commodity success stories from smallholder farmers.  Confirmed speak-
ers, include:  Amb. Tony Hall, Philippe Villers (GrainPro), John Lamb (Abt Associates), Jaspreet Aulakh (Purdue University), Dirk 
Maier (Kansas State’s Innovation Lab for the Reduction of Post-Harvest Loss), Martin Gummert (International Rice Research In-
stitute), Kim Elena Ionescu (Counter Culture Coffee), Victor Lopez (CIMMYT Mexico), Dieudonne Baributsa (Purdue Improved 
Crop Storage- PICS), Praveen Agrawal (World Food Programme).  For more information, and to register for the event, please vis-
it: www.alliancetoendhunger.eventbrite.com  

 

May 14, 2014- Come to the Table Regional Summit: Hunger as a Health Issue- Chicago: 

11:00am-4:00pm CDT- The University Club, Chicago 

In follow-up to our national Come to the Table: Hunger as a Health Issue Summit that took place in DC this past February; Pro-
Medica, in collaboration with the Alliance to End Hunger and USDA will be doing a series of regional summits across the US—
kicking off in Chicago. This half-day summit will feature health and nutrition experts who will present in areas of policy, commu-
nity collaboration, physician engagement, and addressing hunger as an integral part of care plans.  It will also feature perspec-
tives from an array of experts, including the U.S. Department of Agriculture, on the issue and discussion toward ensuring it is a 
priority for the healthcare industry.  To find out more information (including an updated agenda), and to register, please visit: 
www.cometothetablechicago.eventbrite.com  

 
May 14, 2014- Hunger in the Age of Climate Change: 

1:00-3:00pm EDT- Alliance to End Hunger Office 

Bread for the World Institute and the Alliance to End Hunger invite you to Hunger in the Age of Climate Change.  The Third Na-
tional Climate Assessment will be released in early May.  What does it say about climate change in the United States, and what 
do these findings mean for hungry and poor people in the United States and globally? Invited panelists include:  Katharine Hay-
hoe (Texas Tech University professor and author of ! /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ /ƘŀƴƎŜΥ Dƭƻōŀƭ ²ŀǊƳƛƴƎ CŀŎǘǎ ŦƻǊ CŀƛǘƘ-.ŀǎŜŘ 5ŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎύ, Wil-
liam Hohenstein (USDA Climate Change Program Office); Claudia Nierenberg (NOAA Climate Assessments and Services Division), 
Lewis Ziska (USDA Agricultural Research Service).  If interested in attending, please RSVP to Danielle Haddy at                         
dhaddy@alliancetoendhunger.org. 

May 15, 2014- National Alliance Partnership Program Briefing: 

3:30-5:00pm EDT- Alliance to End Hunger Office 

Please join us to learn more about the progress taking place through the Alliance’s USAID grant.  Our three country directors will 
be providing updates on their recent trips to Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda.  There will be ample time for Q&A and any specific 
conversations around possible collaboration.  To find out more information and register, please visit: 
www.alliancegrant.eventbrite.com  

MEMBERS—please save the date for our next Annual Membership and Board Meeting on October 23 from 
8:30am-4:00pm at the Alliance office.   

¢Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ ōȅ bŀǘƘŀƴ aŀƎǊŀǘƘΣ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ 9ƴŘ IǳƴƎŜǊΦ 
/ƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƴƳŀƎǊŀǘƘϪŀƭƭƛŀƴŎŜǘƻŜƴŘƘǳƴƎŜǊΦƻǊƎΦ 

http://www.alliancetoendhunger.eventbrite.com
http://www.cometothetablechicago.eventbrite.com
http://globalchange.gov/what-we-do/assessment
http://globalchange.gov/what-we-do/assessment
mailto:dhaddy@alliancetoendhunger.org
http://www.alliancegrant.eventbrite.com
mailto:nmagrath@alliancetoendhunger.org

